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Sefton Public Engagement and Consultation Panel 
 
Date: Friday 13th September 2019 
 
Title:           Proposal to undertake Public Engagement and Consultation Activity –  
                     Conservation Area Appraisals & Management Plans in respect of  
                     Green Lane (Formby) and Hesketh Road (Southport)  
                     Conservation Areas.  
 
 
Report of:  Paul Crowther 0345 140 0845 (option 4) Paul.Crowther@sefton.gov.uk 
 

 
1. Purpose of the Report 
 
 1.1 To receive information relating to the consultation plans being developed 

in respect of Conservation Area Appraisals & Management Plans 
 
2. Background 
 
 2.1 The main purpose of the Public Engagement and Consultation Panel is 

to coordinate and ensure the quality of public engagement and 
consultation, in accordance with the standards for engagement and 
consultation. 

 
3. Conservation Area Appraisal & Management Plans 
 

3.1      Since the 1967 Civic Amenities Act local authorities have been 
empowered to designate Conservation Areas. The current Planning 
(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act of 1990 defines 
Conservation Areas as: -"areas of special architectural or historic interest 
the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or 
enhance".  

 
3.2      Local Authorities have a duty to review, from time to time, their areas to 

ensure that places of special architectural or historic interest are being 
protected. The boundaries of existing Conservation Areas may be 
revised, new areas may be designated and those areas which have 
been eroded to the extent that their special character has been lost, may 
be de-designated.  

 
3.3      Under section 72 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 

Areas) Act 1990, the Council has a legal obligation to ensure that 
"special attention shall be paid to the desirability of preserving or 
enhancing the character or appearance" of the area when deciding 
planning applications.  

 
 

mailto:Paul.Crowther@sefton.gov.uk
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3.4      The first step to protecting the inherent qualities of a Conservation Area 
is having a thorough understanding of its character. This should then 
underpin local policies for the area’s protection. Such a definition 
requires a thorough appraisal of the area to assess the contribution of 
each element (e.g. buildings, boundaries, trees, surfaces, etc.) to the 
area’s overall character.  

 
4.    The Consultation 
 
        4.1      In summary the following methods will be used:  

• The documents will be made available on website  

• Newspaper Advert highlighting the consultation  

• Copy available to view in Planning Offices and main/local libraries.  

• Your Sefton Your Say Consultation Hub 

• A note on the Council’s Twitter page  

• A dedicated date for a public meeting/event will be held  

• Those who wish to can make an appointment within the consultation 
period to meet a Conservation Officer to discuss further if required.  

 
5. Legal Department Comments 
 
 5.1 Sefton’s Legal Department has considered the consultation plans 

contained in this report and has no comments to make. 
  
6. Recommendations 
 
 6.1 The Public Engagement and Consultation Panel is recommended to: 
  

a) Appraise the public engagement and consultation plan for the Green 
Lane (Formby) and Hesketh Road (Southport) Conservation area 
appraisals/Management Plans  

 
b) Agree that the consultation process contained in the report will form 

the basis of consultation for the Green Lane (Formby) and Hesketh 
Road (Southport) Conservation Area Appraisals/Management Plans. 

 
c)  Request that the officers return to the Panel to provide details of 

their feedback and evaluation resulting from the above consultation. 

https://yourseftonyoursay.sefton.gov.uk/
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE 
 
Each box contains a form field for you to type in text or select an option by clicking it with 
your mouse.  Some of the boxes show information to help you complete the field when 
you place the cursor on the “click here …” field. 
 
When you have completed the form, save it as a Word document. 

 

Project Title: Green Lane, Formby and Hesketh Road Southport Conservation 
Area Consultation  

Is your project linked to: (please choose from the drop-down below) 

A new service - please attach a new Equalitiess Impact Assessment 

Lead officer: Paul Crowther Contact 
no  

0151 934 3155 

Designation Townscape Heritage 
Project Officer 

E-mail Paul.Crowther@Sefton.gov.uk 

How does your consultation relate to the Council’s Core Purpose (please tick) 

✓ The Economy 

✓ Health and Wellbeing 

✓ Resilient Communities 

✓ The Environment 

 The Most Vulnerable 

 Reshaping the Council  

Which of the Health and Wellbeing Board’s Priorities does your Consultation relate 
to (please tick) 

 
Ensure all children have a positive start in life  
 

 
Support people early to prevent and treat avoidable illnesses and reduce 
inequalities in health  
 

 
Support older people and those with long term conditions and disabilities to 
remain independent and in their own homes  

 
Promote positive mental health and wellbeing  
 

✓ 
Seek to address the wider social, environmental and economic issues that 
contribute to poor health and wellbeing  

Public Engagement & Consultation Panel 

PROJECT PROPOSAL 
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✓ 
Build capacity and resilience to empower and strengthen communities 

Does this consultation relate to an item on the Forward Plan?  If so which one? 

No 

Other partners involved (please state if internal or external to the Council) 

Formby Civic Society (External)  

 

(Planned) start 
date 

(Planned) end 
date: 

What is the allocated budget? 

2019/20 2020/21 Within Planning Service Budget 

Background/Rationale 

 
Legislative Background  
 
Since the 1967 Civic Amenities Act local authorities have been empowered to designate 
Conservation Areas. The current Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 
of 1990 defines Conservation Areas as:-  
"areas of special architectural or historic interest the character or appearance of which it 
is desirable to preserve or enhance".  
 
Such areas are diverse. They may be large or small; residential or commercial; civic or 
industrial; old or relatively modern. They may represent social ideals or civic pride. They 
may be specifically designed or speculatively produced; modest or grand. They may 
contain Listed Buildings of architectural or historic interest or may simply have local 
historic association. However, common to all will be an identifiable environmental quality 
which should be protected from unsympathetic redevelopment or alteration.  
 
Sefton Council has declared 25 Conservation Areas throughout the Borough reflecting 
the variety of building styles and environments within its borders. The Council has 14 
Conservation Areas with adopted appraisals and 2 with Management Plans. 
 

 Policy Framework 
 
The content of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 Is 
supported by the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and Historic England 'Good 
Practice Guide'. The principles within the NPPF and the 'Good Practice Guidance' are 
further supported by Sefton Council’s Heritage policies contained within Its Local Plan. 
 
Local Authorities have a duty to review from time to time, their areas to ensure that places 
of special architectural or historic Interest are being protected. The boundaries of existing 
Conservation Areas may be revised, new areas may be designated and those areas which 
have been eroded to the extent that special character has been lost, may be de-
designated. 
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Under section 72 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 the 
Council has a legal obligation to ensure that "special attention shall be paid to the 
desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance" of the area when 
deciding planning applications. 
 
The first step to protecting the inherent qualities of a Conservation Area Is having a 
thorough understanding of its character. This should then underpin local policies for the 
areas protection. Such a definition requires a thorough appraisal of the area to assess the 
contribution of each element (e.g. buildings, boundaries, trees, surfaces etc) to the areas 
overall character. 
 
 

Aims & Objectives 

 
Public engagement is necessary as part of the process and also to raise awareness of 
Conservation issues. The production of appraisals and the management plans of 
conservation areas directly affect those who live in the area and the public engagement 
is necessary to provide an opportunity to explain the Councils objectives and to give the 
residents and interested groups a chance to respond and tell us their views.  

 

Target Audience 

 

Our target audience is primarily residents and businesses within and adjacent the 
Conservation Area, local history groups and civic societies, although anyone is free to 
comment. 

Methodology (Please also include any details of any accessible methods) 

  

We will follow the same process with each Appraisal and Management Plan. In the first 
instance, we will write to residents/business owners of the Conservation Area affected by 
any boundary changes explaining that a draft appraisal/management plan is being 
produced, including plans showing any proposed changes. In addition to these letters, 
advertisements will be made in the free local paper giving full details of the consultation. 
We will advertise in local libraries and on the SMBC website that consultation will be taking 
place. Copies of the draft appraisal/management plans will be available from local libraries, 
planning offices and the webpage. (Each Conservation Area has its own webpage).  
 
We will hold a consultation meeting/event at a local venue or library, Conservation officers 
will be present, a technical member of staff may also attend to help record comments. We 
will use a free-standing display to exhibit plans and historical information and explain the 
relevant issues to attendees. Where high turnout may be expected, in order to avoid 
disappointment individual appointments will also be made available so that everyone 
attending will have the chance to ask questions and speak to an officer. The consultation 
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process will last approximately 6 weeks and during this time anyone can write in, email or 
phone to pass on their comments.  
 
At the end of the process, the final document will be produced using, or taking into account 
any relevant comments we have received. The final document will be produced and along 
with any prospective boundary changes will go to Cabinet Member Planning & Building 
control for approval.  
 
For some areas, it is possible that civic societies or history groups help us write the 
appraisals by contributing or carrying out studies and gathering information on what they 
think are the important elements in their area.  
 
In summary the following methods will be used:  

 The documents will be made available on the Councils website  
 Newspaper Advert indicating the duration of consultation and public meeting/event  
 Copies available to view in Planning Offices and main/local libraries.  
 Your Sefton Your Say Consultation Hub 
 A note on the Council’s Twitter page  
 A dedicated date for a public meeting/event will be held  
 Those who wish to can make a further appointment within the consultation period to 

meet a Conservation Officer to discuss further if required. 
  

Communications Plan (If Council, please also contact Corporate Communications) 

The consultation will be advertised by an advert in the Local Paper and details of the 
consultation and letters sent to relevant stakeholders, in addition the consultation will be 
published on Sefton Council’s website  

 

Key Message Audience Method 

Contents of the 
Conservation area 
Appraisals and 
Management Plan 

Residents and businesses 
within and adjacent the 
Conservation Area, local 
civic societies and those 
with interest/ 

SMBC Website, Newspaper 
advert, Twitter, letters to 
residents. 

Potential Boundary 
Changes of Conservation 
Areas 

Residents and businesses 
within and adjacent the 
Conservation Area, local 
civic societies and those 
with interest/ 

SMBC Website, Newspaper 
advert, Twitter, letters to 
residents. 

 

Potential barriers to involvement and action to overcome barriers 

 

Distance - we always use a local venue when available.  
 
Time - we hold event between 5-7pm so that working people will have a chance to attend.  

https://yourseftonyoursay.sefton.gov.uk/
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Access to documents - we recognise that not everyone uses the internet and so will place hard 
copies in the reference section of the local library and in the planning offices.  

 

How will you protect the confidentiality of participants?  

We do not ascribe comments to individuals or name them.  

 

How and when do you intend to report or publish the findings? 

 

We use the SMBC website to thank everyone who attended and for their comments in a 
general way and publish the final document. We produce a schedule of amendments which is 
available as an appendix to the final document and write to anyone who is affected by any 
boundary amendments.  

 

Level and type of patient/public engagement (place a tick in all that apply) 

Tick Level Description 

✓ Informing 
Giving people information about something (a limited opportunity 
for them to be involved) 

✓ Consulting 
Getting people’s views to help you develop/change your 
services/plans 

 
Deciding 
together 

Making decisions using patients’ and public’s views 

 Acting together 
Local people will be involved in making decisions and reviewing 
your plans/services 

 
Supporting local 
initiatives 

Local people will have the opportunity to lead, develop and 
deliver activities independently 

Does your project include: 

 Yes/No If No please explain 

Questionnaire 
(Please attach .  The Panel 
will not be able to consider 
your proposal if it is not 
available in advance for 
them to consider) 

No The document is a large-scale planning 
document of analysis and factual information; 
comments are invited on all aspects. The only 
potential direct questions to ask would be 
choice of venue etc. on the actual consultation 
rather than the document itself. 
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Other materials  
(i.e. promotional materials) 

Yes  

A stakeholder map 
(a tool to help you identify your 
target audience – included in 
toolkit) 

Yes  

Reference to existing data or 
information that has already 
been completed  
(i.e. recent consultation/ 
research where results can be 
used to inform your 
consultation) 

yes . 

Any other information you would like to provide? 

Click here to enter text. 

 

 

 

If you require further information please contact either Jayne Vincent on 0151 934 3733 

 
 
Signature of Project Lead: Paul Crowther Date: 23rd August 
2019 
 

Manager Approval:  Date:23rd August 
2019 
 
 

 
Please return this form electronically to:- 
 
Jayne.vincent@sefton.gov.uk  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Jayne.vincent@sefton.gov.uk
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1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 The Equality Act 2010 outlines how public bodies must have due regard to: 
 

1. Eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation and any other conduct 
that is prohibited by or under this act 

2. Advance equality of opportunity between persons who share a relevant 
protected characteristic and persons who do not share it 

3. Foster good relations between persons who share a relevant protected 
characteristic and persons who do not share it. 
 

2.0 Protected Characteristics 
 
2.1 Equality Act 2010 is clear that there are particular characteristics that are 
intrinsic to an individual against which it would be easy to discriminate. Section 
149 (the Public Sector Equality Duty) lists the characteristics known as ‘protected 
characteristics’ against which we have to test for discrimination. These 
characteristics are gender, race/ethnicity, religion and belief, sexual orientation, 
age, gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity and disability. 
 
 

3.0 Identifying Impacts across protected characteristics 
 
Through reviewing your proposal, identify if and how the protected groups below 
may be impacted and identify any mitigating actions regarding the proposed 
changes but also as part of the consultation and engagement activity. 

 

Protected 
characteristic 

Recommendations/mitigating actions  

Gender 
 
 

There is no direct negative impact based on gender. 
 
The consultation process will be accessible to all and will not be 
discriminatory against any identified group.  
 

 

Age 
 
 

There is no direct negative impact based on age. 
 
The consultation process will be accessible to all and will not be 
discriminatory against any identified group.  
 
Any perceived age-related negative impact would be as a result of 
time of the public workshop and age related disability/infirmity 
compromising the ability to access the consultation venue. 
 
Distance - we always use a fully accessible public local venue 
when available.  
 
Time - we hold event between 5-7pm so that working people 
will have a chance to attend.  
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Access to document - we recognise that not everyone uses the 
internet and so will place hard copies in the reference section of 
the closest local library and in the planning offices.  
 

 

Disability 
 
 

There is no direct negative impact based on disability. 
 
The consultation process will be accessible to all and will not be 
discriminatory against any identified group.  
 
People with disabilities and health conditions, including but not 
limited to people with reduced mobility; Blind and visually 
impaired people. 
 
We will ensure that a suitable venue for the workshop/event is 
fully accessible. 
 
Distance - we always use a local venue when available.  
 
Time - we hold event between 5-7pm so that working people will 
have a chance to attend.  
 
Access to document - we recognise that not everyone uses the 
internet and so will place hard copies in the reference section of 
the local library (Formby) and in the planning offices. 
 
The hard copies of documentation will be available to all on 
request. It will also be available in a large print format and an 
“easy-read” format if required.  
 
The information could also be available in audio and feedback 
can be given over the telephone, if required. 

 
 

Race/Ethnicity  
 

There is no direct negative impact based on race/ethnicity. 
 
The consultation process will be accessible to all and will not be 
discriminatory against any identified group.  
 
Language translations will be provided on request.  
 

 

Religion or 
belief  

There is no direct negative impact based on religion or belief. 
 
The consultation process will be accessible to all and will not be 
discriminatory against any identified group.  
 
We will ensure that the public workshop/event is not scheduled for 
any religious festivals taking place nor holy days. 
 

Sexual 
Orientation 

There is no direct negative impact based on sexual orientation. 
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The consultation process will be accessible to all and will not be 
discriminatory against any identified group.  
 

Gender 
Reassignment  

There is no direct negative impact based on gender 
reassignment. 
 
The consultation process will be accessible to all and will not be 
discriminatory against any identified group.  
 

Pregnancy and 
maternity  

There is no direct negative impact based on pregnancy and 
maternity. 
 
The consultation process will be accessible to all and will not be 
discriminatory against any identified group.  
  
The local workshop/event venue will be chosen that is fully 
accessible and compliant with pregnancy related issues and also 
be located in an accessible public building with provision for 
prams or pushchairs. 
 

 
 

 

 

 


